
SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

December 15, 2010 
 

 
Meeting is called to order at 8:00 pm. 
 
In attendance:  Skip Wendt, Chairperson 
   Dean Baker, Zoning Board Member 
   Jim Carlton, Zoning Board Member 
   Bill Whitley, Zoning Board Member 
   Denny Vallad, Zoning Board Member 
 
 
CONSENT MOTION: Agenda. 
 
Board member Whitley moved to approve the agenda as presented. Supported by 
Board member Carlton. Voted yes: all. Voted no: none. Motion approved. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 
CONSENT MOTION: Minutes of the November 17, 2010 meeting. 
 
Board member Whitley moved to approve the minutes with the following 
correction, page #4, line #18, add a comma after “1994” and the word “they” should 
be changed to “we”. Supported by Board member Carlton. Voted yes: Carlton, 
Whitley, Baker, Wendt. Voted no: none.  Abstained: Vallad. Motion approved. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Request by James McClorey, 10851 Bigelow Road, Davisburg, 48350 for a 
variance, as required by Section 16.20.2 of Zoning Ordinance 26, for a land 
division resulting in two (2) parcels that do not meet the minimum lot width 
requirement as follows: one parcel approximately 5 acres with an access strip 20 
feet wide and 300 feet deep and a second parcel approximately 17 acres with an 
access strip 40 feet wide and 350 feet deep.  
 
The property that is the subject of this request is located at 10851 Bigelow Road 
in Springfield Township and is zoned R-2 One Family Residential. P.I. #07-10-
351-018 

 
Chairperson Wendt asked if there was anyone present at the meeting in regards to this 
request. 
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James McClorey, 10851 Bigelow Road, Davisburg, 48350 stated that he needed to 
relieve his financial burden with the sale of the land. He stated that is mainly why he is in 
front of the Board. He stated that it is getting more difficult because he is retired and he 
needs relief from his tax debt. 
 
Chairperson Wendt asked if Mr. McClorey had anyone interested in purchasing this 
property. 
 
Mr. McClorey stated that he did have someone. 
 
Board member Carlton asked if the Board was just looking at the parcels identified as D 
and E on the engineered survey provided. He asked if the Board was just looking at the 
access issues for these two parcels. 
 
Chairperson Wendt stated yes. 
 
Board member Vallad stated  the documents provided suggest  that Mr. McClorey 
purchased ten acres in 1987.  
 
Mr. McClorey stated yes; this is the ten acres the house sits on. He stated that he had also 
purchased an additional twelve and one-half acres on each side of the house. He stated 
that the whole piece was joined into one parcel. He stated that he did not know exactly 
when this was done; it was when Collin Walls was the Township Supervisor. He stated 
that this new parcel had one tax id number.  
 
Board member Vallad asked about the different parcels represented in the documentation. 
 
Mr. McClorey stated that yes; they were joined together. 
 
Board member Whitley asked if they were combined into a single parcel description. 
 
Mr. McClorey answered yes. 
 
Chairperson Wendt asked if the tax bill has one parcel id number on it. 
 
Mr. McClorey answered yes. 
 
Chairperson Wendt stated that the only document he had that showed two acreage parcels 
is dated April 13, 1990. This is a document from the Register of Deeds.  
 
Board member Vallad stated that he had that document. He asked who Mali Heroux was. 
Her name appears on the application. 
 
Bill Leddy, who appeared on the applicant’s behalf, stated that Mali Heroux was the 
potential buyer of the property represented by D and E on the engineered drawing.  
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Chairperson Wendt stated that according to the drawings, it appears to meet the statute 
for the division.  
 
Board member Baker asked the applicant about parcel A. He asked what the purpose 
behind the creation of a .15 acre piece which is indicated by parcel A.  
 
Mr. Leddy stated that this piece was being given to the neighbor to the west side. This 
piece will be joined to the neighboring parcel.  
 
Board member Whitley stated that this is described on the second to last paragraph on the 
document by Kieft Engineering.  
 
Board member Carlton agreed with Chairperson Wendt. He stated that the access strip is 
20 feet wide or longer and less than 660 feet. He stated that this meets the requirements 
of the ordinance. 
 
Board member Baker concurred. He stated that it meets the requirements in section 
16.20.02. 
 
Chairperson Wendt asked if there was anyone else who had anything else to add to the 
meeting other than what has been presented. 
 
Paul Raymer, 10829 Bigelow Road, Davisburg asked if it was possible to move the 
access strip another sixty feet toward the house if he was to acquire 60 feet to attach to 
his property.  
 
Chairperson Wendt stated that if the request was granted, it would stand as the drawing 
showed it.  
 
Mr. Raymer asked if it could be changed if all parties agreed with the possible sale. 
 
Chairperson Wendt stated that the drawings would have to be changed and the entire 
appeal would have to be redone. 
 
Board member Whitley asked if it is still within the definition of what was published, 
approximately 5 acres, 20 feet wide street and 300 feet deep; if it still met this definition, 
even if the boundaries were changed, then what was published would be consistent with 
what was approved. These same comments would apply to the other parcel as well. 
 
Chairperson Wendt stated that he would agree that the wording would be the same; 
however, what someone viewed at the Township as public record would not match what 
was approved. 
 
Board member Whitley further clarified that though the description that was published 
would still apply, the drawings as made available to the public would not apply.  
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Mr. Raymer asked if the drawings were re-done to reflect the change, would it be 
possible. 
 
Chairperson Wendt stated that there would need to be another publication. He stated that 
he did not know if this would be in the best interest of the applicant. He asked if this 
discussion had taken place. 
 
Mr. Leddy responded no; this was a last minute request and the drawings were already 
done. He stated that the purchaser wishes to build within five or six months. 
 
Chairperson Wendt asked if the applicant wanted the Board to deal with the request as it 
stands regardless of the comment from the adjoining neighbor. 
 
Mr. Leddy responded yes. The applicant does not want to hold up the sale in order to 
consider this last minute request.  
 
Board member Vallad stated that since the two access strips are next to each other; there 
is a provision in the ordinance that would require installation of a driveway and that is 
what he would recommend. He stated that at a minimum, he would suggest the 
recommendation that the driveway approach be placed for both access strips such that the 
two driveways come together at the road so there is actually only one large driveway at 
the road.  
 
Board member Whitley stated that this would put the driveway on the dividing line 
between the two strips.  
 
Mr. Leddy stated that he did not see this as a problem. The two property owners could 
share the entrance to the driveway. 
 
Board member Vallad stated that it is also stated in the ordinance that the access strip is 
not to be shared or used with others.  
 
Board member Baker clarified that the ordinance states that no other lots or parcels shall 
be allowed to use the access strip for ingress or egress, so they are not mutually 
exclusive. He stated that they are creating a division that creates two lots; they can have a 
point of common use of the access strips.  
 
Board member Vallad stated that they would have a common driveway approach.  
 
Board member Baker stated that if a third lot were to want to use this; this is prohibited. 
 
Board member Whitley clarified that this would be a third lot that did not have frontage 
and could not use it. 
 
Board member Carlton made a motion to approve the request by James McClorey, 
10851 Bigelow Road that would result in two (2) parcels that do not meet the 
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minimum lot requirements as follows: one parcel approximately 5 acres with an 
access strip 20 feet wide and 300 feet deep and a second parcel approximately 17 
acres with an access strip 40 feet wide and 350 feet deep as described in the Kieft 
Engineering job number 2006.173 document as submitted with the application. This 
meets the requirements set forth in section 16.20.02 which include more than two 
flag lots within 2000 feet. Both access strips meet the requirements of being 20 feet 
wide and less than 660 feet. In addition, where the two driveways join at Bigelow 
Road, they are to be connected so they meet the dividing line of the lots. Supported 
by Board member Whitley. Voted yes: all. Voted no: none. Motion approved. 
 

2. Meeting Dates: 
 

Board member Whitley moved to hold the Zoning Board of Appeals meetings on the 
third Wednesday of each month, starting at 7:30. This would be a change from the 
current start time of 8:00 pm. Supported by Board member Baker. Voted yes: all. 
Voted no: none. Motion approved. 
 

3. Election of Officers: 
 

Board member Baker made a motion naming Skip Wendt as Chairman and Bill 
Whitley as Vice Chairman for calendar year 2011. Supported by Board member 
Carlton. Voted yes: all. Voted no: none. Motion approved. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Board member Vallad moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 pm, supported by 
Board member Carlton. Voted yes: all. Voted no: none. Motion approved. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Erin Mattice, Recording Secretary 
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