
 

SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

February 19, 2014 

 

 

Meeting is called to order at 7:30 pm by Chairperson Skip Wendt. 

 

In attendance:  Dean Baker, Zoning Board Member 

   Virginia Fischbach, Zoning Board Member 

   Skip Wendt, Chairperson 

   Bill Whitley, Zoning Board Member  

 

Absent:  Denny Vallad, Zoning Board Member 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None    

 

AGENDA: 

  

Board member Whitley moved to approve the agenda as presented. Supported by 

Board member Fischbach. Voted yes:  Baker, Fischbach, Wendt, Whitley. Voted no: 

None. Absent: Vallad. Motion approved. 

 

CONSENT MOTION: Minutes of the November 20, 2013 meeting. 

 

Board member Whitley moved to approve the minutes of November 20, 2013 

meeting as presented. Supported by Board member Baker. Voted yes:  Baker, 

Fischbach, Wendt, Whitley. Voted no: None. Absent: Vallad. Motion approved. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Request from Greg Smith, 9407 Villa Crest Drive, Clarkston, 48346 

for a variance to construct a garage and an addition resulting in a eighteen (18) 

foot front setback rather than the fifty (50) feet required per Springfield Township 

Code of Ordinances, Chapter 40, Section 40-572.  

 

The property that is the subject of the request is located at 9407 Villa Crest Drive 

in  Springfield Township and is zoned R-3 One Family Residential. P.I.#07-26-

227-002. 

 

Mr. Greg Smith introduced himself to the Board. He stated that he is asking for a 

variance to build a garage to put vehicle in and clean up his yard. He is also putting an 

addition on the front of the house that will be an addition to the master bedroom. He 

stated he has a boat and a trailer that he wants to place in the garage too.  
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Chairperson Wendt stated that wanting to have a storage place for vehicles and boats is 

not a valid reason to grant a variance. This is not a handicap that stops you from having 

regular use of your property; it is matter of choice. He stated that it was difficult to go out 

to the property and determine the slope because of the weather.  

 

Mr. Smith stated that it is a steep slope and he is not able to push mow this section of the 

yard.  

 

Chairperson Wendt reiterated that he is also planning on putting on an addition.  

 

Mr. Smith answered yes.  

 

Chairperson Wendt stated that the drawings provided are simple and he does not see an 

engineer’s stamp on them so he has to assume that the numbers are real. He stated that he 

feels the construction is in harmony with the neighborhood.  

 

Board member Fischbach asked for clarification on the front setback requirement.  

 

Board members clarified that it is a 50 feet front setback requirement as per ordinance. 

This is 50 feet to the right of way.   

 

Board member Fischbach clarified that the hill is very steep.  

 

Elaine Durgon, neighbor, stated that many of the neighbors on the street have pole barns 

on their property to accommodate their home business but they are all to the rear of the 

property. She works in real estate and when someone sets a precedent by putting 

something this close to the road they lose their line of sight. Now they are giving other 

neighbors the chance to put big pole barns in the front of the property and it is going to 

change the character of the neighborhood and it will look like brownstones in New York. 

There is always a way to structurally handle the slope like using pylons or cantilevers. It 

is not always inexpensive, but there are options. If they set a precedent, there is going to 

be a lot of requests because they cannot favor one over the other. She is asking the Board 

to maintain the character of the neighborhood.  

 

Mr. Smith replied that his closest neighbor is 110 feet away and up a hill; this 

construction will not affect other neighbor’s vision.  

 

Chairperson Wendt stated that this subdivision has had various things that have happened 

that have been both authorized and unauthorized. Because someone else has a home 

business going on, this does not impact this applicant’s request. He is asking to make his 

home more livable. He stated that the slope is roughly 25 degrees and he does not see an 

alternative for placement of a garage.  

 

Jeff and Cheryl Shafer introduced themselves to the Board as friends of the applicant and 

former residents of the Robert Bruce subdivision. They are currently residents of 
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Springfield Township. She stated that the applicant is trying to improve and add value to 

his property.  

 

Ms. Durgun stated that individuals in other subdivisions have built garages under their 

homes.  

 

Chairperson Wendt answered that they were not talking about other subdivisions. They 

are not setting a precedent, this is a one-time hearing and they are dealing with this 

applicant’s request and the hardship that he is experiencing on his property. He asked Ms. 

Durgun if she had anything concrete that applies to this property; if not, he has to stop 

her.  The property is driving the hardship and they have to take that into consideration.  

 

Board member Baker stated that the property is R-3 and he is allowed to have a garage. 

The applicant is requesting to place a garage on his property and they have options. He 

can’t put it in back because of the septic field and a steep slope on the side which is a 

natural feature that is out of his control. This makes his property unique and does not 

allow him to use his property as others can. He stated that he supports this request.  

 

Board member Whitley moved to APPROVE the variance request from Greg 

Smith, 9407 Villa Crest, Clarkston, 48346 for a variance to construct a garage 

resulting in a eighteen (18) foot front setback due to the specific and unique 

characteristics of the lot and specifically the very steep topography to the side of the 

existing home structure and the location of the existing septic field in the backyard 

both of which prevent locating the garage in a location that would be within the 

existing boundaries and further that is in keeping with the general conditions in the 

surrounding area. Seconded by Board member Fischbach. Voted yes: Baker, 

Fischbach, Wendt, Whitley. Voted no: None. Absent: Vallad. Motion approved. 

  

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Board member Baker moved to ADJOURN the meeting at 7:53 PM. Seconded by 

Board member Whitley. Voted yes: Baker, Fischbach, Wendt, Whitley. Voted no: 

None. Absent: Vallad. Motion approved. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Erin Mattice, Recording Secretary 


