
Minutes of   SPECIAL MEETING 
Held   June 9, 2011 

Township of Springfield       Laura Moreau, Clerk 

Call to Order:  Supervisor Trout called the June 9, 2011 Special Meeting of the 
Springfield Township Board to order at 7:00 pm at the Springfield Township Civic Center, 
12000 Davisburg Road, Davisburg, MI 48350. 
 

Roll Call: 
 Board Members Present 
 Laura Moreau   Township Clerk 
 Jamie Dubre   Township Treasurer 
 Judy Hensler   Township Trustee 
 David Hopper   Township Trustee 

Roger Lamont   Township Trustee 
 Mike Trout   Township Supervisor 
 Dennis Vallad   Township Trustee 
 
 Board Members Not Present 

None 
 
 Others Present 
 Greg Need   Township Attorney 
 Mike Forst   Property Manager 
 Charles Oaks    Fire Chief 
 
Public Hearing: 

Eliza Lake SAD Hearing on Practicability 
 
Supervisor Trout informed those in attendance the Special meeting is being held for the 
purpose of hearing resident comments related to the Eliza Lake Special Assessment 
District (SAD) and the practicability of the project.  He further noted this request had 
begun through a petition drive and that the Township has received more information on the 
subject in the last several weeks.  He asked for a homeowner representative to give a brief 
summary and cost estimates of what is being asked for tonight. 
 
Paul Rabaut, 11540 Ely Road, explained that residents have been treating the weeds in the 
lake for the past 19 years.  It has been strictly a volunteer program that has been fully 
supported by lakefront owners.  It has now been decided there needs to be a more reliable 
and organized means of collecting funds to pay for these treatments.  Resident Jeff Plonski 
presented the request to the Board at its Regular meeting in April and it was decided to 
move forward with this public hearing.  Mr. Rabaut noted homeowners felt it would be in 
their best interest to establish an SAD as a means for collecting funds rather than 
establishing a Lake Board because it would limit the scope of work to weed control only.  
He commented a Lake Committee was formed to represent lakefront owners in 
establishing this SAD.  He believes an SAD will make treating the weeds easier and would 
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ensure lake wide funding participation.  The lake committee is requesting the Township 
Board approve a multi-year SAD of 4 years.  He commented that establishing an SAD for 
one year and then establishing a Lake Board, as was suggested by the Township Board, 
may not be successful because of concerns about government involvement in the lake, that 
other decisions about the lake could be made other than weed control, and there would be 
others on the Board that do not live on the lake. 
 
Supervisor Trout commented he has questions regarding the costs that were provided, that 
there will need to be an agreement between the lakefront owners and the Township, and 
there will be administrative costs included in an assessment. 
 
Jeff Plonski, 9220 Osprey Circle, noted he is in favor of a Lake Board for some of the 
reasons that people don’t want a Lake Board.  He sees the advantage of having 
representatives from the County involved.  He believes some of the lakefront owners may 
not have been clear on the difference between a Lake Board and an SAD.  Regarding costs, 
he has an estimate from Aquatic Management Services for annual weed control of 
approximately $10,000 and an estimate for a lake survey of $3,000 (the other fee included 
with the study was for a “lake scan”).  The total estimated cost for the first year would be 
$13,000. 
 
Roger Beach, 8820 Rachael Drive, said he does not have problem paying what he has paid 
in the past for weed control and that weed control has been pretty good the past couple of 
years; he was against paying for a “lake scan” and he would be against anything that would 
change things from the way they are. 
 
Supervisor Trout noted the cost would be divided between 36 owners (the public beach 
area would be excluded). He estimates each lakefront owner would be assessed a little over 
$400 a year which would include weed control treatment, a lake study, and administrative 
costs.  He commented the next step in this process is for the Board to direct him to prepare 
a tax roll which would determine what the actual assessment will be; those on the roll 
would then have an opportunity to come back and comment on their assessment. 
 
Debra Beach, 8820 Rachael Drive, said she understood the $3,000 was a one time fee for 
the survey of the lake and the $10,000 was the an annual fee for weed control.  
 
William Gottschalk, 8700 Rachael Drive, was concerned it may be getting too late to 
perform this year’s weed control; in the past DEQ approval had already been obtained by 
now and the lake would have received one treatment.  By the time this process goes 
through, the season will be gone and the lake will not have been treated which is already 
bad.  He wants to do whatever can be done to expedite the process.   
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Treasurer Dubre responded it has been known that establishing an SAD now would not 
cover this year.  In order to have a levy for next year, everything has to be done by the end 
of September. 
 
Tim Avey, 9070 Tindall, is strongly in favor of a Lake Board so that homeowners will 
have representation. 
 
Jeff Plonski commented the company they selected to do the treatment had done it years 
ago.  Included in his quote was an additional treatment if conditions call for it which is 
why a lake study is necessary.  He clarified the treatments are safe and approved by the 
State. 
 
New Business: 
 
 1. Reschedule Eliza Lake SAD - Discussion 
 
Trustee Hensler commented she is hearing about half the residents are in favor of a Lake 
Board and half prefer the SAD and believes there seems to be some misunderstanding of 
what a Lake Board actually does. 
 
Treasurer Dubre agreed there is some misinformation out there in relation to Lake Boards 
and suggested residents continue to establish a one year SAD for an amount of $15,000; 
that should be enough money for a lake study, to get the lake treated for next year, and to 
cover administrative fees.  At the end of that year, there will be better information as to 
whether to continue under an SAD; she would not be in favor of assessing more than one 
year at this time. 
 
Trustee Vallad agreed with Treasurer Dubre and recommended residents at some point 
need to move to a Lake Board.  Per a question from the audience, Trustee Vallad explained 
that when the Board refers to Act 188, it is referring to the statute related to establishing an 
SAD. 
 
Clerk Moreau also supports initiating the SAD for one year and then as residents see how 
it works and how a Lake Board functions, they may change their minds and see the 
benefits. 
 
It was noted once an SAD has been created, it will be easier for the Township to make 
another assessment if requested.  Residents could request another SAD assessment to carry 
them for an additional year while establishing a Lake Board.  It was also noted that money 
towards the lake study or treatment can not be expended until it has actually been 
collected.  The assessment would be on the December tax roll.   
 

  3



Minutes of   SPECIAL MEETING 
Held   June 9, 2011 

Township of Springfield       Laura Moreau, Clerk 

Per Attorney Need, residents could pay for the lake study and be reimbursed by the SAD 
as long as they have proper documentation. 
 
Board members explained more how a Lake Board works, how it is established, who is on 
it, and that the lake study can be used as a basis for the establishment of the Lake Board.  It 
was suggested that residents get more information on Lake Boards and possibly attend 
some Lake Board meetings. 
 
It was noted residents have not seen the agreement required between the Township and 
Association and that execution of it would be a condition of the resolution.  Treasurer 
Dubre commented that paragraph 4 of the agreement needs to include a 4% administration 
fee in addition to any legal and publication costs; it was agreed $15,000 would be the 
amount the SAD would be set up for; and to hold the hearing for the special assessment 
role at the regular July 14th meeting at 7:00 pm (the date needs to be corrected in paragraph 
9).   
 

* Treasurer Dubre moved to adopt the resolution as discussed with the 
changes noted; and conditioned upon the agreement between the 
Township and the association being entered into.  Trustee Hensler 
supported the motion.  Vote on the motion.  Yes: Dubre, Hensler, 
Hopper, Lamont, Moreau, Trout, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: None.  
The motion carried by a 7 to 0 vote.  . 

 
Adjournment: 
 
Hearing no other business, Supervisor Trout adjourned the meeting at 7:48 pm. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
 

 

______________________________ 
Laura Moreau, Township Clerk 
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