
     

 

 

Springfield Township 

Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

The May 13, 2014 Regular Meeting of the Springfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission was 

called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Chairperson Vallad at the Springfield Township Civic Center, 12000 

Davisburg Road, Davisburg, Michigan 48350. 

 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Commissioners Present  Staff Present Others Present 

Diane Baker    Casey Reed 

Roger Bower    Sarah Richmond 

Lisa Christensen   Jennifer Tucker 

Dennis Omell (arrived at 6:36)     

Angela Spicer 

Jean Vallad       

 

Commissioners Absent 

Elena Danishevskaya with notification 
 

IV. AGENDA REVISIONS AND APPROVAL 

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to have New Business Items A and B discussed prior to Old 

Business.  Chairperson Vallad was supported by Commissioner Spicer. Vote on the motion: 

Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, Spicer and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya and 

Omell. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to accept the agenda as revised.  Chairperson Vallad was 

supported by Commissioner Baker. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, 

Spicer and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya and Omell. The motion carried by a 5-0 

vote. 

 

V.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

 None 

 

VI.   CONSENT AGENDA 
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A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes –April 8, 2014 with Additional Disbursements of $2,880.65 for 

the Parks & Recreation Fund and $300.00 for Trust and Agency and $57.50 for River Run Preserve 

B. Approval of Special Meeting Minutes- April 29, 2014 

C. Receipt of Activities Report for April 

D. Receipt of Memo to Township Clerk dated April 30, 2014 re: Parks and Recreation Millage Renewal 

Proposition Resolution 2014-04 

E. Letter from Michigan Department of Natural Resources dated March 24, 2014 re: Approval of 

Landowner Incentive Program Project 

F. Receipt of 2013 Annual Report with Supporting Documents 

G. Receipt of May and June Fifty Plus Active Adults Newsletter 

H. Approval to Attend 2014 Michigan Recreation and Park Association Board Session 

I. Receipt of Memo from Recreation Coordinator re; Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Receipt of Communications 

    

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to accept the consent agenda as presented.  Chairperson Vallad 

was supported by Commissioner Bower.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, 

Christensen, Omell Spicer and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya. The motion 

carried by a 6-0 vote. 

  

 

NEW BUSINESS A.  Discussion of New Parks and Recreation Logo 

 

Director Tucker stated that the process for the new Parks and Recreation logo has been on-going.  

Director Tucker stated that she had asked Moreau Creative to include in the logo both the natural 

and recreational aspects of the Department. 

 

Director Tucker showed the Parks Commission all the different concepts that Moreau Creative had 

provided. 

 

Commissioner Baker wondered about having two boots, with one of the boots pushing off next to the 

other. 

 

Director Tucker asked the Parks Commission if they liked the concepts that were presented that 

evening. 

 

Chairperson Vallad stated that she likes the darker colors. 

 

Commissioner Bower stated that he likes the words in the sole of the boot. 

 

After receiving all the feedback from the Commissioners, the Parks Commission asked that Director 

Tucker relay the feedback to Moreau Creative and then email the Department’s favorites from the 

revisions so that the Parks Commission could narrow the options down to three so that a decision 

could be made at the June Parks Commission meeting.   The Parks Commission stated that any 

options of letterhead and business card mock ups would be great to have for the June meeting. 

 

New Business B. Discussion of Events and Programs for 2014 Fall and Winter Brochure 
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Director Tucker stated that Casey Reed, Recreation Coordinator, had compiled the information on 

which events and programs the Department would like to offer in the next brochure. 

 

Chairperson Vallad told Mrs. Reed that she did a good job on both the memo and report that was 

provided to the Parks Commission. 

 

The Parks Commission discussed several events, including the Heritage Festival to look at the cost 

vs. benefit ratio.  The Parks Commission agreed with the recommendations that Mrs. Reed made in 

her memo.  The Parks Commission also stated that they understood that the list may not be all 

inclusive due to the fact that if a program presents itself that fits with the Departments criteria then the 

staff will discuss the possibility of offering it with the Director and bring it to the Commission if 

necessary. 

 

Director Tucker brought up the Twilight Trail event that is scheduled to be held on Friday, June 20, 

2014.  Director Tucker stated that the event is currently scheduled to take place on the trail that 

connects the Davis Lake Overlook and the Eaton Road Trailhead.   

 

Director Tucker stated that she is seeking the guidance of the Park Commission on this event 

because based on the estimated financial that was originally put together the revenue, if twenty 

families sign up($ 400.00), would only cover a portion of the direct costs associated with the event 

and none of the staff time necessary to hold the event.  This is a first time offering of this event.  

Director Tucker would like clarification as to what the Park Commission would like to do for this 

event.   

 

Chairperson Vallad wondered if the trail is ready due to the wet weather. Director Tucker stated that 

it has been a challenged since it has been so wet. Chairperson Vallad wondered if a location change 

from the original site to the southern Shiawassee Trail located at the Davisburg Road entrance of the 

Preserve would be necessary due to logistics. 

 

After a lengthy discussion, the Parks Commission decided that in order to hold the Twilight Trail 

there needs to be twenty families registered or $ 400.00 in registration fees by June 6, 2014 or else 

the event will have to be canceled.  The Parks Commission stated that they would allow the staff to 

figure out the logistics for the location of the event. 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 

 

A. Discussion of Ranger Houses 

 

The Parks Commission, at the April 29, 2014 special meeting, saw both Ranger houses at 8621 and 

8625 Eaton Road.  The Parks Commission stated that the house at 8625 Eaton Road looked very 

good and Ric King, the ranger who resides at that residence, has taken very good care of the 

property both in and out. 

 

The Parks Commission stated that the house at 8621 Eaton Road had extensive items that needed 

repairs including pest problems, plumbing, windows, heating and electrical, etc. 

 

Director Tucker stated the roof at 8621 Eaton Road is now leaking as of the last few days. 
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Director Tucker stated that it would not be financially appropriate to use the house as a nature center 

due to the house not being able to be brought up to code and ADA compliance.  The driveway would 

be more than our current budget to have the proper egress and ingress to be open to the public for a 

nature center. 

 

Director Tucker stated that if the Parks Commission agrees to the fact that the Department has 

invested enough time and funds into this house she would get a timeline together to show the steps 

necessary for demolition once the rangers moved out.   Director Tucker stated that if the costs are 

known for the steps than the costs will appear on the timeline. 

 

The Parks Commission had a lengthy discussion on their options for the house.  Among the topics 

that the Park Commission covered was if the other Park Ranger, Ric King, would be wi lling to take 

on extra duties if there were no other Rangers in the house at 8621 Eaton Road.  The Parks 

Commission stated they feel the Department has invested enough time and funds into the house. 

 

The Parks Commission would like Director Tucker to meet with the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resource in order to see if the Department can maintain the current arrangement that the 

Department has with 8625 Eaton Road with using the home for a Ranger house. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 

C. Discussion of Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Land Acquisition Project Agreement 

 

Director Tucker stated the Department has received the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 

Land Acquisition Project Agreement.  The Agreement was been forwarded to the Township Attorney 

for his review.  The Township Board will be reviewing the Agreement at their June meeting. 

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to have Director Tucker become the grantee’s representative for 

the Shiawassee Lake Property Acquisition with the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources Trust Funds Land Acquisition.  The Parks Commission approves the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resource Trust Fund Land Acquisition Project Agreement project # 

TF13-100 as presented at the May 13, 2014 meeting, contingent upon any revisions 

recommended by the Township Attorney. Chairperson Vallad was supported by 

Commissioner Baker. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, Omell Spicer 

and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 

 

Further Discussion: 

The Parks Commission stated that if a Township Official has to sign as the representative for 

grantee than the Parks Commission understands that that is the process and approves it being 

handled in that matter. 

 

Commissioner Omell asked what the timeline would be for the acquisition project. 

 

Director Tucker stated that the Michigan Department of Natural Resource Trust Fund Project must be 

returned to MDNR by June 18, 2014, and then the Department has to get a bid for the appraisal of 

the property. 
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IX.   TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

A.  Bills List 

Commissioner Christensen moved to approve payment of the bills as follows: Parks and 

Recreation at $ 33,812.07, and Trust and Agency $300.00. Commissioner Christensen was 

supported by Commissioner Bower. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, 

Omell Spicer and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya. The motion carried by a 6-0 

vote. 

 

B. Budget Amendment 

 
Revenue 

1. Other Revenues Cost Center – increase by $160,000.00 from $0.00 to $160,000.00 

 App Prior Year Fund Balance # 213-010-680 increase by $60,100.00 from $0.00 to $60,100.00 

 Government Grants # 213-010-539 increase by $99,900.00 from $0.00 to $99,900.00 
 
New Revenue Total: $ 160,000.00 

(Previous Total $ 0.00) 
  

Expenditure  

1. Capital Outlay Cost Center – increase by $160,000.00 from $0.00 to $160,000.00 

 Land Purchase –Admin. Costs # 213-900-804 increase by $10,000.00 from $0.00 to $10,000.00 

 Land Purchase # 213-900-970 increase by $150,000.00 from $0.00 to $150,000.00 
 

New Expenditure Total: $160,000.00 

(Previous Total $0.00) 

 

Commissioner Bower moved to approve a budget amendment to reflect in the Endowment 

Fund Budget the funds necessary, in both revenue and expenditure, for the purchase of 

the Shiawassee Lake property. Commissioner Bower was supported by Commissioner 

Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, Omell Spicer and Vallad; 

No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 

 

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. SBP House Committee 

 

None 

 

B. Trails Committee 

 

None 

 

XI.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None 

 

XII. COMMISSIONER COMMENT 
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Commissioner Baker stated that she is excited about the potential property acquisition. In addition, 

thinks that the logo looks great, wanted to express to Casey what a good job that she did on the memo 

and the report and she is excited about working on the Twilight Trail event. She would like to tell the 

staff they are all doing a good job.   

 

 Commissioner Spicer wanted to express that the staff is doing a good job on everything. 

 

Commissioner Omell appreciates all that is being done within the Department.  Commissioner Omell 

stated that he would like to be on Trails Committee.  Chairperson Vallad reminded Commissioner 

Omell that he is already on the Committee.  The Committee just has not met recently.  

 

Commissioners Christensen and Vallad both stated that they agree with assessment that the staff is 

doing a good job. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Spicer moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Springfield Township 

Parks and Recreation Commission at 8:36 pm.  Commissioner Spicer was supported by 

Commissioner Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Christensen, Omell 

Spicer and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Danishevskaya. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 

 

  

        

Jennifer Tucker, Director of Parks & Recreation 

 

        

Jean Vallad, Chairperson of Parks Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


