
     

 

 

Springfield Township 

Parks & Recreation Commission Special Meeting 

Tuesday, March 5, 2014 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 
The March 5, 2014 Special Meeting of the Springfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission was 
called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Commissioner Christensen at the Hart Community Center, 495 
Broadway, Davisburg, Michigan 48350. 
 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioners Present  Staff Present Others Present 
Roger Bower    Sarah Richmond Ina Golden 
Lisa Christensen   Jennifer Tucker   
Elena Danishevskaya  
Dennis Omell 
Angie Spicer       

 

Commissioners Absent 
Diane Baker without notification 
Jean Vallad with notification 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 

V.   OLD BUSINESS 

 
      A.  Discussion of Suggested Changes to Employee Handbook 
 

The Parks Commission reviewed Ecto HR comparison and recommendations along with the 
recommendations from Director Tucker. 
 
After a lengthy discussion, the Parks Commission asked that Director Tucker relay the 
information to the Township Board on Ecto HR recommendations and asked that she continue to 
review the staff employee handbook and will relay concerns on that document to the Township 
as issues come up. 
 

Commissioner Bower moved to approve the discussed recommendations.  Commissioner 

Bower was supported by Commissioner Spicer.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower 

Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Spicer; No: None; Absent: Baker, Vallad. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
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VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Special Event Proposal-Commissioner Danishevskaya 
 

In February, Commissioner Danishevskaya had brought a special event idea to the Park 
Commission.  The idea was hosting a circus, which in the last three years has been hosted in 
Holly by the Friends of the Holly Library. 
 
Ina Golden is a member of the Friends of the Holly Library who worked on organizing the circus.  
The circus that the Friends of the Holly Library worked with is the Kelly Miller Circus.  This 
organization looks for 501-C3 groups to work with.  The 501-C3 group must find a lot large of 
enough to hold the circus and parking, they must make sure that there is a water source for the 
animals, advertising for the event, and the removal and disposal of animal waste.   
 
Mrs. Golden stated that the Kelly Miller Circus is a one ring circus that comes in one day and sets 
up and performs and then is gone the next. 
 
Mrs. Golden stated that the Kelly Miller Circus website has the information on what type of 
insurance is required, how much acreage is needed for the site location. 
 
Mrs. Golden stated that the Circus Company sends a couple of clowns to town one month before 
the event to help advertise the event.  In addition to the clowns, there is a company that the 501-
C3 can work with to help with the advertising.  This company would call companies and offer 
them tickets to sell.  Mrs. Golden stated that she would then deliver the tickets to those 
companies and get the money from them. 
 
Mrs. Golden stated that in her experience the Kelly Miller Circus and stated that they treated their 
animals well.  The animals that were with the circus were tigers, elephants, camels, and dogs. 
 
The admission charge is $10.00 for adults and either $6.00 or $8.00 for kids. 
 
The community that hosts the circus gets a portion of the sales. 
 
The circus can hold up to 3,000 people with 2 shows.  Holly had 1,000 people at the shows that 
they had.  Mrs. Golden stated that she believes the Friends group profited approximately 
$1,700.00 after expenses. 
 
The circus provides the bleachers for seating. 
 
Mrs. Golden stated that extra people are needed to help with parking. 
 

 The Parks Commission asked how the date chosen for the date.  
 
 Mrs. Golden stated that the date is assigned to your organization. 
 

After further discussion, the Parks Commission stated they would like the staff to gather 
additional information about the requirements needed to host the event, the insurance, 
references from other organization that have worked with the Kelly Miller Circus. It was also 
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decided that this event would not be something that the Department would be pursuing in 2014 
but rather possibly in 2015. 
 
The Park Commission thanked Mrs. Golden for her time and information that she provided. 
 

B. Financials 
 

The Parks Commission reviewed the financial summaries for the last several years for the Trick 
or Treat Trail.  The Parks Commission looked at the participation numbers and the costs 
associated with the program. 
 
After a lengthy discussion, the Parks Commission decided that they would not offer the Trick or 
Treat Trail for 2014 and re-evaluate the program for 2015. 
 

Commissioner Bower moved to retire the Trick or Treat Trail for 2014 and re-evaluate the 

program or another appropriate event in 2015.  Commissioner Bower was supported by 

Commissioner Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, Danishevskaya, 

Omell, and Spicer; No: None; Absent: Baker, Vallad. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 
 

VII.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Christensen moved to adjourn the Special Meeting of the Springfield 

Township Parks and Recreation Commission at 8:30 pm.  Commissioner Christensen was 

supported by Commissioner Bower. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, and Spicer; No: None; Absent: Baker, Vallad. The motion carried 

by a 5-0 vote. 

 

  
        
Jennifer Tucker, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
        
Jean Vallad, Chairperson of Park Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


