
Springfield Township 

Park & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10, 2015 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
The March 10, 2015 Regular Meeting of the Springfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission 
was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Chairperson Danishevskaya at the Springfield Township Civic 
Center, 12000 Davisburg Road, Davisburg, Michigan 48350. 
 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioners Present  Staff Present Others Present 
Diane Baker (arrived 7:25 pm) Casey Reed  Diana Walls (arrived 7:10pm) 
Roger Bower    Sarah Richmond  
Elena Danishevskaya  Kyle Ryan   
Dennis Omell   Kathy VanGilder  
Angela Spicer  
Jean Vallad 
      
Commissioners Absent 
Lisa Christensen with notification  
 

IV. AGENDA REVISIONS AND APPROVAL 
 
Add “February Budget Printouts” as Consent item “H”. 
 
Add “Neighbor for Neighbor Lease” as New Business “C” 
 

Chairperson Danishevskaya moved to accept the agenda as revised.  Chairperson 

Danishevskaya was supported by Commissioner Vallad. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker and Christensen. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 

V.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
  

 None 

 

VI.   CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes –February 17, 2015 with Additional Disbursements of 

$2,792.66 for the Parks & Recreation Fund, $300.00 for Trust & Agency, $173.23 for the 
Stewardship Fund 

B. Receipt of Activities Report for February 
C. Receipt of February Progress Report 
D. Receipt of Memo dated March 4, 2015 re: 2015 Returning Contractors 
E. Receipt of Fifty Plus Active Adults March & April Newsletter 
F. Receipt of Updated Building Custodian/Gate Attendant Job Description 
G. Adoption of National Standards for Youth Sports 
H. Receipt of February Budget Printouts 
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Receipt of Communications 
    
 

Commissioner Vallad moved to accept the consent agenda as revised.  Commissioner 

Vallad was supported by Commissioner Omell. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker and Christensen. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Discussion of Neighbor for Neighbor Request-Information Not Received at Time Packets Were 
Compiled 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that she was told that Mrs. Walls, the representative for the Davisburg 
Rotary Organization, had dropped off in the office today at 4:10 pm a copy of a letter with a 
drawing of the proposed awning.  Mrs. Richmond indicated that she was informed that Mrs. 
Walls would be providing copies to the Commission at the meeting this evening. 
 
It was indicated in the letter that the structure would be built using new construction materials 
and pressure treated wood.  The Davisburg Rotary Club would not be doing any concrete 
work or painting the structure. 
 
Commissioner Vallad asked if the Commission had discussed this matter at the February 
meeting. 
 
It was told to Commissioner Vallad that yes this matter had been discussed at the February 
17, 2015 meeting. 
 
Commissioner Vallad asked if Mrs. Walls was aware when information was needed in order to 
be put into the packets. 
 
Mrs. Richmond indicated that Mrs. Walls was informed as to when information was due in 
order to be included in the Park Commission packets. 

 
Commissioner Vallad stated that she felt that since the information was not provided in time 
to be in the packets then this matter should be tabled due to lack of information. 
 
The Commission, at their February 17, 2015 meeting, had requested information clearly 
stating what the Davisburg Rotary Organization would be willing to do for the awning project. 
 
The Commission would like to see, in a letter, a beginning date and completion date for the 
project and a list of exact expenditure costs that the Davisburg Rotary Club would be 
covering. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya sought the feedback of the other Commissioners to see if they 
wanted to table this matter due to lack of information. 
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Commissioner Omell stated that Neighbor for Neighbor made the original request for the 
awning and he is glad the Davisburg Rotary Club is willing to assist on the project.  In his 
opinion Rotary is covering all of the expenses and since the Parks Department is spread thin 
it helps the Department out by having the Rotary Club build the awning. 
 
Commissioner Spicer pointed out that Rotary is not covering all the expenses.  They are not 
covering any concrete work that may be necessary and they are not covering the expense for 
the paint. 
 
Commissioner Spicer wanted to clarify who was actually going to be building the structure. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that it is her understanding that the Davisburg Rotary Organization’s 
members would be building the structure.  It is her recommendation the Rotary club must 
consult with the Park Maintenance staff when they are working on building the structure. 
 
Commissioner Vallad stated that, it is the policy of the Park Commission outlined in their Park 
Commission Rules and Procedure manual, that all information for the Park Commission 
packets must be provided one week prior to the Park Commission meeting.  This policy is the 
same as the Township Board’s policy. 
 

Commissioner Vallad moved to table the Neighbor for Neighbor Request due to not 

having information on time for the packets. This item will be tabled to the April regularly 

scheduled meeting. Commissioner Vallad was supported by Commissioner Spicer. Vote 

on the motion: Yes: Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: 

Baker and Christensen. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 

B. Discussion of 8621 Eaton Road 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that, as she indicated in the February progress report, there may be a 
possibility of utilizing some Community Development Grant Funds for the 8621 Eaton Road 
project.  She has contacted Economic Development Community Affairs office to speak with 
Carla Spradlin to discuss the possibility of utilizing CDBG funds and everything that it would 
entail.  Mrs. Richmond will be meeting with Carla Spradlin on Thursday, March 19, 2015.  
Mrs. Richmond stated, that based on Carla Spradlin’s recommendation, she has not 
approached the Township Board yet about utilizing the Township’s CDBG funds for the 8621 
Eaton Road project until she sees if the house would even qualify under the CDBG 
requirements. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that the next matter to discuss with the Commission about 8621 Eaton 
Road is to have a contractor put together the bid specifications for the removal of the 
asbestos from the house.  The information that is included in the Park Commission packets is 
from Performance Environmental Services Inc., which is the company that performed the 
asbestos survey.  Performance Environmental states in the proposal that they will prepare the 
specifications to provide a written description of work practices to be followed by the 
abatement contractor.  In addition, they will compile all bidding documents for potential 
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contractors (Request for Proposals) and conduct a contractor walkthrough.  Performance will 
also assist the Commission in reviewing the contractor bids.  Performance Environmental 
Services, Inc. proposal for those services is $1,100.00. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that she feels it is best to have a professional in the field of asbestos 
removal compile the Request for Proposal since there are so many federal, state and local 
regulatory requirements that need to be included in the specifications and that is something 
that the current staff is not knowledgeable about. 
 

Commissioner Vallad stated that she feels it is a win-win situation to have a professional do 
the scope of the work that is outlined in the memo. 
 

Commissioner Vallad moved to hire Performance Environmental Services Inc. for the 

scope of work proposed in the memo dated February 27, 2015 at a cost not to exceed 

$1,100.00. Commissioner Vallad was supported by Commissioner Baker.  Vote on the 

motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; 

Absent: Christensen. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
 

 Further Discussion: 
The Commission requested that Mrs. Richmond check with the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources to see what will they will allow concerning the house.  The Commission would also 
like to know if the Fire Department would be interested in using the house in their training 
exercises as part of the demolition process. 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Discussion of Baseball Coordinator Hiring a Relative 
 
In the Park Commission packets there is a memo from Casey Reed, Recreation 
Superintendent, outlining a request from the new Baseball Coordinator, Bob Grady, who is 
seeking permission to hire his daughter as an umpire for the upcoming baseball/softball 
season.  His daughter does have softball experience and is interested (when she goes to 
college) in studying Athletic Training or Athletic Administration and they feel that umpiring 
would be a great experience for her. 
 

Chairperson Danishevskaya moved to waive the Hiring of Relatives and Other Conflict of 

Interest policy in order to allow the Ball Coordinator to hire his daughter to be an umpire.  

Chairperson Danishevskaya was supported by Commissioner Vallad.  Vote on the 

motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; 

Absent: Christensen. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
 

B. Discussion of Staff In-Service Sessions 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated, that as the Leadership Team outlined in their memo, they feel that 
staff in-service training would be very beneficial for the staff especially during this time of 
transition.  These monthly staff in-service sessions would allow staff to cross train and learn 
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more about our parks system.  By implementing this system it will allow our staff to better 
serve our patrons. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that the in-service sessions would be scheduled once a month and the 
times of the sessions would just depend on the schedule of the staff and what is occurring in 
the office and the parks. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that she felt that the Leadership Team did not need the 
approval of the Commission to hold the in-service sessions. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that she was bringing this to the Commission because it is their 
intention to try and have someone to cover the office, but if that is not possible, then they 
would like to close the office for a few hours in order to hold the session. 
 
Commissioner Baker asked how long the in-service sessions could be. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that it just depended on what the in-service was scheduled to be, but it 
could be three to four hours, especially if it was something that was out in the parks. 
 
Several Commissioners expressed that they would like to go to these in-service sessions if 
they were held out in the parks. 
 
Commissioner Baker stated that she loves the idea and that any time that staff can cross train 
it is very beneficial. 
 
Commissioner Vallad stated that she would prefer to have the office covered versus closed. 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that it was their intention to try to get it covered but the closing option 
was just an in-case something happened and that was not possible. 
 

Commissioner Vallad moved to implement the in-service sessions as outlined in the 

memo dated March 4, 2015.  Commissioner Vallad was supported by Commissioner 

Baker. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and 

Vallad; No: None; Absent: Christensen. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
 

C. Neighbor for Neighbor Lease 
 
Mrs. Richmond stated that after the Park Commission approved the Neighbor for Neighbor 
lease under the Consent Agenda at the January Park Commission meeting, a few items came 
to her attention that needed to be clarified with the attorney.  All those items are underlined in 
red in the copy of the Neighbor for Neighbor lease given to the Commission. 
 

Chairperson Danishevskaya moved to accept the new Neighbor for Neighbor lease as 

presented.  Chairperson Danishevskaya was supported by Commissioner Omell.  Vote 

on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: 

None; Absent: Christensen. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
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IX.   TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

A.  Bills List 

Commissioner Baker moved to approve payment of the bills as follows: Parks and 

Recreation at $ 11,367.70 and $450.00 for Trust and Agency. Commissioner Baker was 

supported by Commissioner Vallad. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Christensen. The motion 

carried by a 6-0 vote. 

 

B.  Budget Amendment 

 
The following amendment is for the following items and was approved when the Commission approved 
the revised budget at the February 17, 2015 Park Commission meeting. 
- Increase the Supplies & Equipment Under $10,000 Cost Center to cover update of server and MPP 

Seal Coating 
- Increase the Administrative Personnel Cost Center to cover 2015 salary and wages 
- Decrease Maintenance Personnel Cost Center to adjust for new personnel  
- Increase the Programs and Events Instructors Cost Center for an increase to the Farmers Market 

Manager line item 
- Increase Facilities Operational Supplies Cost Center to address equipment gas and oil 

 

Revenue 
1. Other Revenues Cost Center – decrease by $11,750.00 from $137,850.00 to $126,100.00 

 App Prior Year Fund Balance # 211-010-680 decrease by $11,750.00.00 from 
$106,550.00 to $94,800.00 

 

New Revenue Total: $ 682,250.00 
(Previous Total $ 694,000.00) 

  

Expenditure  
1. Supplies & Equipment Under $10,000 Cost Center – Increase by $5,100.00 from $0.00 to 

$5,100.00 

 Increase Equipment Under $10,000 line item #211-758-730 by $2,500.00 from $0.00 to 
$2,500.00 

 Increase Projects Under $10,000 line item # 211-758-736 by $2,600.00 from $0.00 to 
$2,600.00 
 

2. Administration Personnel Cost Center – increase by $3,950.00 from $200,400.00 to $204,350.00 

 Decrease Director Salary line item # 211-759-702 by $9,200.00 from $59,200.00 to 
$50,000.00 

 Increase Recreation Superintendent line item # 211-759-703 by $6,250.00 from 
$35,300.00 to $41,550.00 

 Increase Deputy Director line item # 211-759-704 by $ 5,500.00 from $ 40,750.00 to 
$46,250.00 
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 Increase Office Assistant line item # 211-759-705 by $ 3,900.00 from $8,100.00 to 
$12,000.00 

 Increase Employee Social Security line item # 211-759-715 by $500.00 from $11,000.00 
to $11,500.00 

 Decrease Retirement line item # 211-759-718 by $2,500.00 from $ 5,900.00 to $3,400.00 

 Increase Life Insurance line item # 211-759-719 by $100 from $600.00 to $700.00 

 Decrease Hospitalization # 211-759-720 by $ 600.00 from $36,000.00 to $35,400.00 
 

3. Maintenance Personnel Cost Center – Decrease by $21,650.00 from $131,050 to $109,400.00 

 Decrease Park Maintenance Superintendent line item # 211-760-702 by $ 3,650.00 from 
$37,650.00 to $34,000.00 

 Increase Parks & Facility line item # 211-760-708 by $ 1,400.00 from $29,100.00 to 
$30,500.00 

 Increase Gate Attendant line item #211-760-707 by $ 4,550.00 from $0.00 to $4,550.00 

 Decrease Building Custodian line item # 211-760-705 by $ 3,050.00 from $ 13,500.00 to 
$10,450.00 

 Decrease Employer Social Security line item # 211-760-715 by $ 50.00 from $ 6,700.00 to 
$6,650.00 

 Decrease Retirement line item # 211-760-718 by $ 900.00 from $ 1,700.00 to $ 800.00 

 Decrease Life Insurance line item # 211-760-719 by $ 50.00 from $ 350.00 to $ 300.00 

 Decrease Hospitalization line item # 211-760-720 by $ 19,850.00 from $ 33,600.00 to 
$13,750.00 

 Decrease Disability Insurance line item # 211-760-721 by $ 50.00 from $ 550.00 to 
$500.00 
 

4.  Programs and Event Instructors Cost Center- Increase by $ 450.00 from $ 28,250.00 to  
$28,700.00 

 Increase Farmers Market Manager line item # 211-762-704 by $ 400.00 from $3,200.00 to 
$3,600.00 

 Increase Employers Social Security line item # 211-762-715 by $ 50.00 from $ 900.00 to 
$950.00 
 

5. Facilities Operational Supplies Cost Center – Increase by $ 400.00 from $41,100 to                      
$ 41,500.00 

 Increase Equipment Gas & Oil line item # 211-766-860 by $ 400.00 from $ 4,600.00 to  
$5,000.00 

 

New Expenditure Total: $ 682,250.00 
(Previous Total $ 694,000.00) 

 

Commissioner Vallad moved to approve the budget amendment as presented, dated 

March 3, 2015, with a new Revenue and Expenditure total of $ 682,250.00.  Commissioner 

Vallad was supported by Chairperson Danishevskaya.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, 

Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Christensen. The 

motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
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X. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

A. Hiring Committee 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that there are seven applicants for the Director position 
currently. The committee had to extend the deadline until March 13, 2015 after not receiving 
enough applicants by the original deadline of February 28, 2015.  The Committee did post the 
position on the MML site which cost $100.00. 
 
The first interview date will be on Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.   
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that the Commission will need to set a date to have the 
second interviews, which in her opinion should be a special meeting.  The second interviews 
will be held with the full Commission. 
 
Commissioner Vallad stated that she realized that when the Hiring Committee was formed, 
the Commission did not give them enough direction such as narrowing it down to three 
candidates and bring those three candidates to the Commission.  She was wondering how 
they would narrow it down and how many candidates would be coming to the full 
Commission. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that she thought that they had narrowed it down to two or 
three candidates. 
 
Commissioner Vallad stated that a specific number needs to be clarified since the Committee 
is established to be fact finding and take direction from the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Baker stated that she thought it was supposed to be three candidates. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that the three candidates will come in front of the entire 
Commission the first few weeks of April.  The meeting will probably take three hours. 
 
Commissioner Vallad wondered if the Committee is working on their questions for the first 
interviews and would there be specific questions that the Commission should ask for the 
second interview. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that there are usually three areas that a candidate is 
evaluated on: verbal (the interview), written and presentation.  It is the recommendation of the 
Hiring Committee that for the first interview, the candidates complete a written exercise, and 
then do the presentation for the full Commission. 
 
Commissioner Bower wondered if the Commission would need to meet prior to the second 
interview to go over the questions. 
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Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that the Hiring Committee is working on compiling the 
questions and can send them out prior so that Commissioners can choose the question that 
they would like to ask. 
 
The Commission stated that they would be having the special meeting on Friday, April 10, 
2015 upper level conference room. 
 

Chairperson Danishevskaya moved to set a Special Meeting for Friday, April 10, 2015 at 

6:00 pm to interview the final three candidates and any other items as decided prior to 

the meeting.  Chairperson Danishevskaya was supported by Commissioner Spicer.  

Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: 

None; Absent: Christensen. The motion carried by a 6-0 vote. 
 

B. Stewardship 
 

None 
 

XI.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 
 

XII. COMMISSIONER COMMENT 

 
Commissioner Baker told the staff that the Spring and Summer brochure looks great and she feels 
that they are doing a very good job.  She is looking forward to moving on in the process for the 
Director and she thanks the staff for working together during this time. 
 
Commissioner Spicer wanted to thank the staff for a good job. 
 
Commissioner Bower stated that he is looking forward to the challenge as the process moves 
forward. 
 
Commissioner Omell stated that he has some concerns regarding the Easter Egg Hunt and the 
parking for the event.  He is just concerned about the safety of people walking along the side of the 
road. 
 
Commissioner Vallad stated that people can walk through Rotary Park on the path and cross 
Davisburg Road into Mill Pond Park.  The tickets do say to come early and parking is limited. 
 
Staff addressed the issue of why the event is best held at the Mill Pond Park.  Some of the 
reasons include that there is no indoor facility at Shiawassee Basin Preserve and that there is, at 
that time of year, no restroom facilities open at the Shiawassee Basin Preserve. 
 
Commissioner Vallad wanted to remind all Commissioners that the only one authorized to spend 
money is the Director or the Interim Administrator and not the Chairperson or committee members.  
If a committee would like to spend money they need to make the request of the Director to do so. 
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Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that maybe their request was not worded correctly but in the 
time frame that they had the committee needed to get the position posted. 
 
Chairperson Danishevskaya stated that she feels that the Spring and Summer brochure looks 
great and she too is looking forward to have a new Director on board and moving forward. 
 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairperson Danishevskaya moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Springfield 

Township Parks and Recreation Commission at 8:16 pm.  Chairperson Danishevskaya 

was supported by Commissioner Vallad. Vote on the motion: Yes: Baker, Bower, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, Spicer, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Christensen. The motion 

carried by a 6-0 vote. 
  

 

 

 


