
 

 

     

 

 

Springfield Township 

Parks & Recreation Commission Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 
The February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting of the Springfield Township Parks and Recreation Commission 
was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Chairperson Vallad at the Springfield Township Civic Center, 12000 
Davisburg Road, Davisburg, Michigan 48350. 
 

II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

III. ROLL CALL 
 

Commissioners Present  Staff Present Others Present 
Roger Bower    Sarah Richmond 
Lisa Christensen   Jennifer Tucker   
Elena Danishevskaya  
Dennis Omell 
Jean Vallad       

 

Commissioners Absent 
Diane Baker with notification 
Angela Spicer with notification 
 

IV. AGENDA REVISIONS AND APPROVAL 

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to accept the agenda as presented.  Chairperson Vallad was 

supported by Commissioner Omell. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion carried by 

a 5-0 vote. 

 

V.   PUBLIC COMMENT 
  

 None 

 

VI.   CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes –January 14, 2014 with Additional Disbursements of 

$5,274.63 for the Parks & Recreation Fund and $150.00 for Trust and Agency  
B. Receipt of Activities Report for January 
C. Receipt of Financial Summary 
D. Receipt of Fifty Plus Active Adults January and February 2014 Newsletter 
E. Receipt of Request for Bid Proposals for Prescribe Burn 
F. Receipt of Memo re: Returning Contractors dated February 4, 2014 

 
Receipt of Communications 
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Chairperson Vallad moved to accept the consent agenda as presented.  Chairperson Vallad 

was supported by Commissioner Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion carried by 

a 5-0 vote. 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Discussion of Kaleidoscope Cupboard Proposal 
 

Director Tucker stated that Kaleidoscope Foundation had sent the Park Commission a letter 
regarding the storage closet policy that is part of Hart Community Center Non-Profit Agreement.  
The policy states that in order for an organization to keep their storage closet at the Hart 
Community Center the organization must meet forty times per year.  In their letter, Kaleidoscope 
indicated that they would be short of the required forty weeks.  The Kaleidoscope Foundation 
was asking if there was any other options so that they did not lose the use of their storage closet.  
If they could be “grandfathered” in since they felt that the forty weeks was not a requirement until 
2013. 
 
Director Tucker explained to the Commission that the requirement for the storage closet has 
been in the agreement since 2008.   
 
Director Tucker also explained that in the past, when a community group filled out their yearly 
Hart Community Center usage calendar if the organization could not meet due to a scheduling 
conflict with a Parks and Recreation program or event, then they were still given credit for those 
days. 
 
Director Tucker stated that even taking into consideration any days that the Parks and 
Recreation Department may have “bumped” Kaleidoscope, the group still does not have the 
sufficient number of days. 
 
Director Tucker suggested that the group pay for the forty days in order to maintain their 
cupboard space.  Her suggestion was made keeping in mind that what you do for one group sets 
a precedent for the other groups that use and have storage space at the Hart Community Center.   
 
Commissioner Christensen asked how many days did the group typically met. 
 
Director Tucker stated that it was approximately thirty-three days. 
 
Commissioner Danishevskaya wondered how much did the group pay for the storage space. 
 
Director Tucker stated that they paid $ 20.00 per quarter for their storage space in addition to 
their rent of $ 40.00 per day for the community room. 
 

Commissioner Christensen moved to accept Director Tucker’s recommendation to have 

the Kaleidoscope Foundation charged for forty days of rent but deduct the dates that the 
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Department had events and Kaleidoscope could not use the community room, in order to 

keep their cupboard space or they forfeit their space.  Commissioner Christensen was 

supported by Commissioner Bower.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, 

Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion carried 

by a 5-0 vote. 
 

B. Discussion of Mill Pond Park Playscape Drainage 
 

Director Tucker stated that she had received three bids for the Mill Pond Park Playscape 
Drainage Project.   
 
Director Tucker stated that she would recommend going with Michigan Recreational 
Construction, Inc. who was the low bidder meeting bid specifications.  In addition, the 
Department has worked with this company before when they installed the play equipment at the 
Shiawassee Basin Preserve. 
 
Director Tucker also provided cost information from Gordon Excavating to do the drainage from 
the playscape to the wetland to the east. 
 

Chairperson Vallad moved to hire Michigan Recreational Construction, Inc. to correct the 

drainage issue under the Mill Pond Park Playscape to include everything except “6” SDR 

35 to swamp to the east 225 LF” at a cost not to exceed $ 13,485.00.  Chairperson Vallad 

was supported by Commissioner Danishevskaya.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower 

Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 

Chairperson Vallad moved to hire Gordon Excavating to install drainage pipe to the east of 

Mill Pond Park Playscape at a cost not to exceed $3,000.00 per the bid specifications.  

Chairperson Vallad was supported by Commissioner Danishevskaya. Vote on the motion: 

Yes: Bower Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, 

Spicer. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
  

C. Discussion of Salary Study Quote 
 

Chairperson Vallad asked what the other Commissioners thought after reviewing the quote and 
Director Tucker’s memo on this matter. 
 
Commissioner Danishevskaya stated that even though there was more money in the prior year 
fund balance than was originally anticipated she was against spending the funds on this project. 
 
Chairperson Vallad stated that at first she thought it would be possible to have the staff perform 
the salary study but upon further reflection she felt that the amount of time it would take the staff 
to do a proper job at doing the study, their time would be better spent elsewhere. 
 
Director Tucker stated that this study would be a good tool to be used in doing future planning 
and it is more helpful to get the information from a third party. 
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Commissioner Danishevskaya stated that she does not think even a third party study is going to 
sway the Township Board if they have already decided not to give the Park Commission what 
they have requested.  
 
Chairperson Vallad stated that it is the Park Commission that would be giving the raises not the 
Township Board.  She also stated that the Township Board does approve the Parks Budget but it 
is up to the Park Commission to manage their funds in a responsible way and of course if the 
Township Board does not agree with something that the Parks Commission does they can voice 
their displeasure.  Chairperson Vallad also stated that if the study did say that raises were 
necessary it did not mean that they were going to occur immediately, the study would be used as 
a budgeting/planning tool. 

 

Chairperson Vallad moved to hire EctoHr Inc. to perform a compensation benchmarking 

assessment for the Parks and Recreation Department per their proposal and Director 

Tucker’s memo dated February 4, 2014 at a cost not to exceed $ 1,000.00.  Chairperson 

Vallad was supported by Commissioner Bower. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower 

Christensen, and Vallad; No: Danishevskaya, Omell; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion 

carried by a 3-2 vote. 
 
Further Discussion: 
Commissioner Omell stated that with the millage renewal coming up that the Commission would 
be putting the cart before horse by doing the study.  He said that the Commission just gave 
raises for the staff and he is just concerned because in his opinion the Department spends a lot 
in wages.  Commissioner Omell also did state that he thinks the Department has a lot of good 
people working here he is just concerned about this. 
 
Commissioner Danishevskaya was hesitant about voting yes for items that are not necessary for 
operation of the Department.  She stated that she sees this expense as an extra expense that is 
not necessary and it is something that the Commission could wait and do at a later time. 
 

D. Discussion of Suggested Changes to Employee Handbook 
 

Director Tucker explained that the Township Board had hired EctoHR Inc. to perform an audit of 
the Township’s Employee Handbook and the handbooks of the Library and the Parks and 
Recreation Department.  After performing said audits EctoHR Inc. has provided a side-by-side 
comparison with recommendations. 
 
After a lengthy discussion, the Park Commission decided to hold a special meeting in order to go 
over all of the comparisons and recommendations. 
 

Chairperson Vallad moved to table the Discussion of Suggested Changes to the Employee 

Handbook until a special meeting which will be set for March 5, 2014 at 6:30 pm in the 

upper level conference room at the Springfield Township Civic Center.  Chairperson 

Vallad was supported by Commissioner Danishevskaya.  Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower 

Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
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E. Discussion of Request for Bid Proposal for Proposal for Mechanical Weed Harvesting 
 

Commissioner Omell wanted to ask if the Davisburg Mill Pond only gets mechanical weed 
harvested once per season and if there was a problem with milfoil in the pond. 
 
Director Tucker stated that yes it only gets harvested once per season and yes milfoil is a 
problem.  She also stated that the Department works with Oakland County Parks on chemically 
treating the pond. 

 

Commissioner Bower authorized that Director Tucker go out for bid proposals for 

mechanical weed harvesting.  Commissioner Bower was supported by Commissioner 

Danishevskaya. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and 

Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 

F. Discussion of Park Commissioners Wage- Chairperson Vallad 
 
Commissioner Bower stated that he was fine with keeping the pay per meeting at the current rate 
and paying for special meetings on a case by case basis. 
 
Commissioner Danishevskaya recommended that the pay per meeting be increased to $ 50.00 
per meeting and special meetings are paid. 
 
Commissioner Christensen stated that she was fine with rate staying the same and special 
meetings should be paid. 
 
Commissioner Omell stated that he agreed that the rate should stay the same and special 
meetings should be paid. 
 
Chairperson Vallad recommended increasing the pay to $ 50.00 per meeting and the special 
meetings be paid on a case by case basis. 
 

Chairperson Vallad moved to keep the Park Commission wage per meeting at $ 45.00 per 

meeting and each special meeting will be paid at the per meeting rate.  Chairperson Vallad 

was supported by Commissioner Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower 

Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The 

motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 

 
Further Discussion: 
 
The Park Commission stated that they would be having a budget amendment should be added to 
the March 11, 2014 meeting agenda that would be covering the salary study, the drainage project 
and the Commissioners wages. 
 

IX.   TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

A.  Bills List 

Commissioner Christenesen moved to approve payment of the bills as follows: Parks and 

Recreation at $ 8,834.20, Trust and Agency $150.00 and River Run Preserve at $408.84. 

Commissioner Christensen was supported by Commissioner Danishevskaya. Vote on the 



 

 6 

motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and Vallad; No: None; Absent: 

Baker, Spicer. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 

X. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
A. SBP House Committee 

 
None 

 
B. Trails Committee 
 

None 

 

XI.   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
None 
 

XII. COMMISSIONER COMMENT 

 
Commissioner Danishevskaya would like to see the Trick or Treat Trail Financial on the March 
Special Meeting agenda. 
 
Commissioner Omell wanted to say that the staff did a good job on the Spaghetti Dinner and Bake 
Sale. 

 

XIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Omell moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Springfield Township 

Parks and Recreation at 8:12 pm.  Commissioner Omell was supported by Commissioner 

Christensen. Vote on the motion: Yes: Bower Christensen, Danishevskaya, Omell, and 

Vallad; No: None; Absent: Baker, Spicer. The motion carried by a 5-0 vote. 
 

  
        
Jennifer Tucker, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
        
Jean Vallad, Chairperson of Park Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


